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Canada–European Union Summit in Ottawa 
Over a Hundred Organizations on Both Sides of the Atlantic Strongly Oppose an Agreement 
that will Enrich Multinational Corporations at the Expense of Citizens’ Rights 
 
September 25, 2014 
 
The Canada–European Union Summit, which starts on September 26 in Ottawa, will mark the 
conclusion of the negotiation of the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) between 
Canada and the European Union. The CETA involves much more than just trade in goods; it will also 
encompass trade in numerous services, including financial services and public services. In addition, the 
agreement covers regulatory cooperation, public procurement, agriculture, protection of investors and 
labour mobility. The texts, which we are told are final, were kept away from the scrutiny of members 
of parliament throughout the negotiations and have been slow to be made public. This is a notorious 
subversion of democracy that is intended to suppress any debate, thus presenting our citizenry and 
elected officials with a fait accompli with no possibility of amendments. Since no parliament will have 
been able to take a position on its provisions, the Ottawa summit will in essence be a new public 
relations exercise to publicize the agreement, with the customary speeches and photos. The formal 
adoption process will follow, and the agreement will then come into force.   
 
We, union, farmers, and womens organizations; First Nations groups; NGOs; consumer associations; 
environmental groups; research networks and other civil society organizations, strongly oppose this 
agreement for the following reasons:  
 
 

1- The CETA is an assault on democracy  
 
For years we have been denouncing the secrecy surrounding these negotiations on matters of critical 
importance to the future of our societies, and we demand that a truly public debate take place. The anti-
democratic nature of the negotiations is again dramatically reflected in this summit, which will 
celebrate one of the most ambitious agreements in the world (the CETA extends far beyond the WTO 
agreements and most of the other trade agreements) before parliaments have even considered it, let 
alone endorsed it. The recent leak of the nearly finalized texts enables us to confirm that the CETA will 
severely affect citizens of the countries concerned, as it will enshrine the weakening of the powers of 
governments in relation to foreign investors, the obligatory opening to private corporations of markets 
and services which could have remained in the public domain, or even increases in the cost of 
medications, among other issues.  
 
 

2- The CETA will limit the regulatory powers of States and give corporations a right to 
challenge future legislation and regulations  
 

One of the most troubling aspects of the CETA is the Investor-State Dispute Settlement mechanism 
(ISDS), which enables foreign investors to sue governments if they enact public regulations or 
legislation that could affect the economic value of their investments or anticipated profits. Some 
corporations have already used this type of mechanism, claiming millions from governments by 
contesting too high minimum wages (Veolia v. Egypt); basic environmental protections (Lone Pine 
Resources v. Canada); nuclear withdrawal (Vattenfall v. Germany); measures protecting the health of 
citizens (Ethyl v. Canada or Philip Morris v. Uruguay and Australia); and even our courts’ decisions 



	   2	  

(Eli Lilly v. Canada).  In fact, ISDS confers inordinate rights to large corporations, thus affecting social 
policies, use of land and territory, measures to protect the environment, public transport, 
telecommunications, etc. This mechanism allows corporations to challenge legitimate and 
democratically enacted legislative and regulatory amendments, thereby globally limiting the rights of 
States to regulate and to govern for public benefit. Furthermore, the CETA allows investors to preserve 
all of their recourses and privileges for up to 20 years after the withdrawal of one of the parties to the 
agreement.  
 
 

3- The CETA will protect corporations more than workers  
 
The European Union apparently refused the inclusion of enforcement mechanisms (complaints, 
financial penalties, fines) to ensure the respect of fundamental labour rights.  The vague language 
relating to labour could also curb the development of social protection measures by subordinating them 
to other kinds of standards or even to less stringent private initiatives.   
 
 

4- The CETA will limit the role of States and regional development  
 
We also deplore the fact that the powers of subnational governments (provincial, municipal and others) 
to utilize public contracts as a means of supporting economic development have been greatly limited.  
It will henceforth be impermissible to set minimum local content thresholds for investors, or to favour 
local products or services in a great number of public supplies. The CETA will also make it impossible 
to renationalize privatized services, or to develop new public services.   
 
Benefits for citizens, if there are any, could be some time away and would be very marginal. According 
to data from the European Commission Directorate-General for Trade, seven years after the agreement 
comes into force, the CETA will result in economic growth of only 0.09% annually. This is a paltry 
outcome, which demonstrates that the CETA can only be justified for the interests of large 
corporations. This agreement is consistent with the idea of accumulation and growth, supported by 
transnational investors, for whom profits for multinationals are more important than beneficial effects 
for citizens. 
 
 
A call for mobilization 
 
The economic and political model that the CETA advances will result in an increase in inequalities, 
considerable rollback of our environmental and social protection, and will allow control by 
transnational corporations of our most basic economic, social and environmental rights. The ratification 
of this agreement will bind our States for decades to come, without permitting consideration of other 
proposals based on cooperation and solidarity. To enter into such an agreement is as unacceptable as it 
is irresponsible.  
 
It is thus with a unified voice that we urge elected representatives on both sides of the Atlantic at all 
levels of government to reject this agreement, which has been negotiated outside legitimate democratic 
frameworks, until such time as the CETA is publicly debated amongst all constituents of Canadian and 
European civil society.  
 
We are calling for the mobilization of all Canadian, Quebec and European social movements and 
organizations, as well as all those citizens who are concerned by the effects of such agreements, in 
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order to exert pressure to hold a broad and informed public debate on the CETA. In the short term, we 
invite everyone to mobilize at the Canada-European Union Summit in Ottawa on September 26 at noon 
in front of the Canadian Parliament Buildings, and during the European Day of Action against TTIP, 
CETA, and TISA on October 11, and to actively participate in the self-organized European Citizens’ 
Initiative (ECI) over the coming months.  
 
Finally, we are launching an appeal for solidarity to all social movements around the world, and we 
undertake to continue to build with them the articulation of our respective struggles against free trade 
and investment agreements, both those in existence and those under negotiation. We invite them, 
through their networks, to consider holding a Global Day of Action against free trade and corporate 
power in the second quarter of 2015, with the aim of together defeating the infamous “Investor-State” 
mechanism, while reaffirming the primacy of peoples’ rights over the unbridled powers and impunity 
enjoyed by multinational corporations.  
 
 
SIGNATORIES (as of October 7, 2014) 
 
EUROPE 
*Alter Summit (Europe) 
*European Water Movement (Europe) 
*European Transport Workers’ Federation (ETF) 
*Friends of the Earth (Europe) 
*Transport & Environment (EU) 
*Afrika Kontakt (Danemark) 
*Agir pour la Paix. Bruxelles (Belgique) 
*AITEC (France) 
*Allianz D19-20 (Belgium) 
*Área de Justicia y Solidaridad de CONFER (España) 
*Asamblea Popular del 15M Usera (España) 
*Asociación contra la Exclusión ALAMBIQUE  (España) 
*ATTAC Agen 47 (France) 
*ATTAC Albacete (España) 
*ATTAC Austria (Austria) 
*ATTAC Bizkaia (España) 
*ATTAC Castilla y León (España) 
*ATTAC España (España) 
*ATTAC France (France) 
*ATTAC-Germany (Germany) 
*ATTAC-Hamburg (Germany) 
*ATTAC-Hellas (Greece) 
*ATTAC Hungary (Hungary) 
*ATTAC-Ireland (Ireland) 
*ATTAC Mallorca (España) 
*ATTAC Rhein-Sieg region (Germany) 
*ATTAC Salamanca,: Castilla y León (España) 
*ATTAC Vlaanderen (Belgique) 
*Autre Terre (Belgique) 
*Campact (Germany) 
*Centre national des employés, CNE-GNC (Belgique) 
*CFTC (France) 
*CIG - Confederación Intersindical Galega 
*Círculo Podemos de Chamberi-Moncloa (Madrid, España) 
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*CNCD-11.11.11 (Belgique) 
*CNE (Belgique) 
*Collectif citoyen IDF Non aux pétroles et gaz de schiste et de houille ! (France) 
*Collectif des Faucheuses et faucheurs volontaires d’OGM (France) 
*Collectifs « anti Gaz de schiste » Auzonnet, Cèze et Ganière (France) 
*Collectifs Isèrois Stop aux GHRM (France) 
*Confederación General del Trabajo CGT (España) 
*Confédération générale du travail CGT (France) 
*Coordinación de luchas contra la precariedad, el empobrecimiento y la exclusión social (Estado Español) 
*Corporate Europe Observatory (Belgium) 
*CRIES association-Ressources Center for Ethical and Solidarity based Initiaves (Romania) 
*Ecologistas en Acción (España) 
*Ecologistas en Acción de Segovia (España) 
*Economistas sin Fronteras (España) 
*Ekologistak Martxan (Basque Country) 
*El Colectivo ecologista Marfull AE/ Agró (España) 
*Entraide et Fraternité (Belgique) 
*Euskal Langileen Alkartasuna- Union of Basque Workers (ELA) 
*Fairwatch (Italia) 
*Federación de comités de solidaridad con África negra (España) 
*Fondation Copernic (France) 
*Forum Solidarische Ökonomie e.V. / RIPESS Europe (Germany) 
*Freihandelsfalle / StopTTIP group of ATTAC Munich (Germany) 
*FSU (France) 
*Gen-ethical Network Berlin / TTIP unfairhandelbar (Germany) 
*Gure Energía, por un nuevo modelo energético del país vasco (Estado Español) 
*Hegoa, Instituto de Estudios sobre Desarrollo y Cooperación Internacional del País Vasco (Estado Español) 
*Intersindical Valenciana (España) 
*Intersindical-CSC (Catalunya) 
*Keep Our NHS Public KONP (United Kingdom) 
*L'ALFICÒS-consumo ecológico, Petrer (España) 
*Mouvement ouvrier chrétien MOC (Belgique) 
*Plataforma No Somos Delito (España) 
*Plataforma Rural (España) 
*Plaza de los Pueblos, 15M Madrid (España) 
*Proyecto Enredando de Gijón (España) 
*Red Ciudadana Partido X (España) 
*Red de huertos urbanos comunitarios de Madrid, ReHd Mad! (España) 
*Red huertos comunitarios de Madrid (España) 
*Solidarité (France) 
*StopTTIP (United Kingdom) 
*Sud PTT (France) 
*Südwind (Austria) 
*Syndicat SUD Banque Populaire Caisse d'Epargne (France) 
*Trade union vida (Austria) 
*Union Fédérale d'Intervention des Structures Culturelles, UFISC (France) 
*War on Want (United Kingdom) 
*WEED - World Economy, Ecology & Development (Germany) 
*World development movement (United Kingdom) 
*X.net (España) 
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CANADA: 
*Trade Justice Network (TJN) 
*Workers United Canada Council 
*Canadian Maritime and Supply Chain Coalition 
*Canadian Union of Postal Workers (CUPW) 
*Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE) 
*Common Frontiers Canada 
*Communications Workers of America (CWA) Canada 
*Council of Canadians 
*MiningWatch Canada 
*National Farmers Union 
*National Union of Public and General Employees (NUPGE Canada) 
*Ontario Federation of Labour 
*Polaris Institute 
*Seafarers International Union of Canada 
*Workers United Canadian Conference 
 
 
QUEBEC: 
*Réseau québécois sur l’intégration continentale (RQIC) 
*Alliance du personnel professionnel et technique de la santé et des services sociaux (APTS) / RQIC 
*Alternatives / RQIC 
*Association canadienne des avocats du mouvement syndical / RQIC 
*Association québécoise des organismes de coopération internationale (AQOCI) / RQIC 
*Attac-Québec / RQIC 
*Centrale des syndicats démocratiques (CSD) / RQIC 
*Centrale des syndicats du Québec (CSQ) / RQIC 
*Centre international de solidarité ouvrière (CISO) 
*Centre justice et foi 
*Confédération des syndicats nationaux (CSN) / RQIC 
*Conseil central du Montréal métropolitain (CCMM-CSN) / RQIC 
*Eau Secours ! Coalition québécoise pour une gestion responsable de l’eau  
*Fédération des femmes du Québec (FFQ) / RQIC 
*Fédération des travailleurs et travailleuses du Québec (FTQ) / RQIC 
*Fédération étudiante collégiale du Québec (FECQ) / RQIC 
*Fédération interprofessionnelle de la santé du Québec (FIQ) / RQIC 
*Front d'action populaire en réaménagement urbain (FRAPRU) 
*Les AmiEs de la Terre de Québec 
*Ligue des Droits et Libertés du Québec 
*Mouvement d’éducation populaire et d’action communautaire du Québec (MÉPACQ) / RQIC 
*Réseau du Forum social de Québec Chaudière-Appalache 
*Réseau québécois des groupes écologistes (RQGE) / RQIC 
*Syndicat Canadien de la Fonction Publique (SCFP)-Québec 
*Syndicat de la fonction publique et parapublique du Québec (SFPQ) 
*Syndicat des professionnelles et professionnels du gouvernement du Québec (SPGQ) / RQIC 
*Syndicat des technologues d'Hydro-Quėbec, Section local 957 SCFP 
*Union des consommateurs 
*Union paysanne / Vía campesina 
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INTERNATIONAL 
*Internationale des Services Publics / Public Services International (ISP-PSI) 
*International Transport Workers’ Federation(ITF) 
*Alianza social continental ASC / Hemispheric Social Alliance HSA (Américas) 
*Bilaterals.org Collective (International) 
*Network for Justice in Global Investment 
 
 
SUPPORT FROM OUTSIDE CANADA AND THE EU: 
*Citizens Trade Campaign (United States) 
*Plataforma Interamericana de Derechos Humanos, Democracia y Desarrollo, PIDHDD Regional (América 
latina) 
*Red de educación popular entre mujeres de Latinoamérica y el Caribe, REPEM.LAC (América latina y Caribe) 
*Serpaj (América latina) 
*Asamblea feminismo comunitario (Bolivia) 
*ATTAC-Argentina (Argentina) 
*ATTAC-CADTM (Burkina) 
*ATTAC-Suisse (Suisse) 
*ATTAC-Togo (Togo) 
*Bia´lii, Asesoría e Investigación, A.C. (México) 
*CADTM - AYNA (Argentina) 
*Colombia ddhh (Colombia) 
*Comisión Nacional de Enlace, CNE (Costa Rica) 
*Communications Workers of America, CWA (United States) 
*Democracy Center (Bolivia) 
*Ecuador Decide (Ecuador) 
*Fundacion Solon (Bolivia) 
*Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy (United States) 
*Institute for Policy Studies, Global Economy Project (United States) 
*Instituto Latinoamericano para una sociedad y un derecho alternativos, ILSA (Colombia) 
*International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers / AFL-CIO (United States) 
*Jóvenes frente al G20 (México) 
*Jóvenes por Iztapalapa (México) 
*Otros Mundos A.C./Chiapas (México) 
*Pueblos en camino (Colombia) 
*PAPDA (Haïti) 
*Red ecológica de Chile (Chile) 
*Red mexicana de acción frente al libre comercio, RMALC (México) 
*Red Nacional Género y Economía, REDGE (México) 
*Unidad Ecológica Salvadoreña. UNES (El Salvador) 
*Washington Fair Trade Coalition (United States) 
 
 
SUPPORT FROM POLITICAL PARTIES 
*Confederación Pirata (Spain) 
*Europe Écologie les Verts 
*Izquierda Unida (España) 
*Mouvement VEGA (Belgique) 
*Parti de Gauche (France) 
*Partido Comunista de España 
*PODEMOS Delegation at European Parliament 
 


